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In truly taking time to 

enjoy the blessings of 

God with the changing 

of seasons, I believe 

that it is necessary to 

stop and consider in 

how many ways God 

touches our lives each 

and every day ð 

through our 

relationships, situations, nature, and most 

importantly in the Sacraments!  The Sisters have 

time set aside during our annual silent retreat to do 

so, but we need to expend effort to do this on a 

daily basis . .  . and so do you! 

We need to avoid getting caught up in the frenetic 

pace of our world.  It is imperative that we focus on 

òbeingó rather than òdoing.ó  This sounds like a 

very simple objective.  It is much òeasier said than 

doneó because we tend to get so caught up in the 

things that we have to do, that we are frequently no 

longer aware of how important it is to simply òbe.ó   

God loves us with an infinite, personal loveñjust as 

we are.  Our response to the love of God, is to love; 

but we cannot give this love to others if we do not 

know His love.  God calls each of us to a deep, 

personal relationship with Him.  As with human 

relationships, we need to take time to just òbeó with 

our beloved!  This all sounds wonderful and should 

be so easy, but you and I (yes, even we who live as 

religious) have a tendency to get caught up in busy-

ness.  òDoingó is much easier because we can 

quantify what we doñthe results are evident and 

we can count and even judge them.  Conversely, we 

must face the glaring results of not doing things ð 

the dishes on the kitchen counter, the long òto-doó 

list reminding us of things that still need to be done, 

the clothes that have not been washed, the phone 

calls not made, letters not written, etc.  There is 

definitely value and a need for us to be engaged in 

òdoingó things.  After all, òdoingó allows us to keep 

things clean and to take care of the things we need 

to do on a daily basis.  òBeingó is also a difficult 

concept to clarify because frequently I describe 

òwhoó I am by what I òdo.ó 

                Continued on next page  
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From the Administrator, continued from front page 

Have you ever met one of those people who are calm, peaceful, loving and caring regardless of what is 

happening?  A person like this seems to have a radiance that the rest of us would love to emulate. Among 

others, I cannot help but think of the Sisters I have known over the years.  The serenity they have 

transmitted was a result of being able to get in touch with who they were rather than strictly what they were 

doing.  They tended to be the people who were most interested in working at being more caring, more 

compassionate and more loving rather than filling their time with more things to do.  They were people you 

loved to talk to, for they learned to see life with clarity and listened without judgment, as opposed to people 

who always have suggestions for what you should do to make things better.  Peace of mind and peace of 

spirit definitely go much further towards making someone a happy, fulfilled person than will ever be 

possible by any accomplishment.  After all, when we accomplish something, our next thought tends to be 

òwhat next?ó  When we find peace of heart and peace of mind, we find that what comes next really does 

not really matter.  It will come of its own accord.  

Father Guanella eloquently summed up not only the tension between òdoingó and òbeing,ó but he clearly 

told the Sisters where our attention must be focused when he expressed that it is not enough to work, one 

must pray!  

I pray that you take time to develop your relationship with God this summer; that you recognize how 

much peace and joy God wishes to bestow upon you; that you enjoy the simple things in life and value the 

people with whom you come into contact!  May your òbeingó supersede your òdoingó!  God Bless you! 

         ~Sr. Mary Walker, DSMP 

About this issue . . . 

It hardly seems possible that it has been three months since out last newsletter.  Yet, here we are with 

our summer issue!  Recently, there has been much happening at the Mount and, as a result, this 

newsletter is a bit longer than the last.  The articles in this newsletter touch on just some of the great 

work, people and the Guanellian spirit that encompass Mount St. Joseph. 

I want to thank all who helped provide information for the stories, patiently posed for pictures and 

volunteered at the many events.  I also want to give a big òthank youó to Deb Gaskell, whose support 

and expertise allows us to distribute the newsletter with relative ease.     

I hope you enjoy this newsletter.  May you find the articles entertaining, informative and even 

inspirational! 

       ~ Karole McLaughlin     
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Canonization Update  
 

The Blessed Aloysius Guanella, founder of the Daughters of St. Mary of Providence, will be 

canonized on October 23, 2011.  Father Guanella was a priest during the turn of the 20th century who 

dedicated his life to caring for those with the greatest need.   In his efforts to care for the suffering, Fr. 

Guanella faced much criticism and adversity.  Despite hardships, Fr. Guanella never lacked 

confidence in Divine Providence and he made much progress in his work.   

Before his death in 1915, Fr. Guanellaõs religious communities were established throughout Europe, 

America, Asia and Africa.  Today, Fr. Guanellaõs religious communities of the Daughters of St. Mary 

of Providence, the Servants of Charity and the Pious Union of St. Joseph continue to care for persons 

with disabilities, the sick and the elderly throughout the world.    

The extraordinary life and work of Fr. Guanella alone does not qualify him for sainthoodñother 

conditions must be met.  Canonization is a lengthy process involving many steps, requirements and 

formalities.  One such requirement is the proof of a miracle performed through the intercession of the 

future saint.   In January 2010, the Pontifical Theological Commission approved that a miracle 

healing had been obtained through the intercession of Blessed Aloysius Guanella.   

The miracle attributed to Fr. Guanella occurred in April 2002 when William Glisson Jr., a 21 year old 

man from Pennsylvania, fell while ice skating and suffered a serious skull fracture.   At first, doctors 

did not expect William to survive the night.  However, a friend presented Williamõs mother with a 

relic of the Blessed Guanella and Williamõs mother, family, friends, and the local Guanellian 

community began to pray for Williamõs healing.  Although William remained in a coma for five 

weeks, he eventually, against all medical expectations and prognosis, made a full recovery.  Williamõs 

full restoration of health convinced doctors and relatives that a miracle occurred.  In November 2009, 

the medical commission of the Vaticanõs Congregation for the Causes of Saints declared that there 

was no medical or natural explanation for Williamõs healing.   A miracle through the intercession of 

Blessed Aloysius Guanella had occurred. 

 

òNever lack confidence in Divine Providence.ó 

~Blessed Aloysius Guanella 
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Plans to Renovate Chapel Continue 

As mentioned in the spring newsletter, the Mount St. Joseph Chapel is in need of 

repairs and requires renovations to better suit the needs of our residents.   Repairs 

are needed for leaking windows and worn pews; pews need to be repositioned and 

the communion rail removed to accommodate wheelchairs; and the chapel is in 

need of a new confessional and permanent lectern.  It is our hope that that we will 

be able to address these needs and commemorate the Sainthood of Fr. Guanella 

with a newly restored Chapel. 

Through donations from our generous benefactors and funds raised at this yearõs 

Casino Night, some of the approximate $300,000 needed to repair, replace and 

restore various features of the Chapel has been raised.  However, more funds are 

needed to make the restoration a reality.   

 

The Mount St. Joseph Chapel renovations provide a unique 

opportunity for individuals to support a special project that both 

commemorates the canonization of Fr. Guanella and addresses 

the needs of those he cared for so deeply.   We encourage you to 

consider sponsoring a particular chapel renovation project or 

purchase.   For example, you may wish to sponsor the 

restoration of pews or windows, or sponsor the purchase of a 

new lectern or tabernacle.  There are many needs, and therefore, 

many different ways you can contribute.  These special 

donations can be done on your own behalf or as a 

dedication/memorial of a loved one.  Names of the sponsors 

will be included on the Memorial Wall located in the Chapel.  

For more information on the various ways you can support this 

special project, call Sister Gertrude at 847-438-5050.  We pray 

you may be inspired to give in any way you can.   

 

We welcome our new residents- 

 Patricia Topel ð St. Joseph Hall 

 and  

Paulette Struzik ð St. Aloysius Cottage 
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Peace and joy to you!  During the month of May, we had the privilege of 

having our Forty Hours Devotion in our Main Chapel. 

Devotion to the Blessed Sacrament was in the heart of our Founder, 

Blessed Aloysius Guanella.  He encouraged us, his daughters, to train 

our ladies early in Adoration.  So, every year, we adhere to this devotion 

of Forty Hours.  The Blessed Sacrament was exposed for three days of 

Adoration.  Many of our residents participated, signing up for their 

specific hour to spend time with Jesus in silent prayers, recitation of the 

Rosary, or just to be there in His Real Presence in the Eucharist.  Staff 

members and volunteers also dropped by at their convenience for 

personal prayer. 

The residents looked forward to joining the Sisters during the Forty 

Hours of Devotion.  It gave us, as Sisters, more opportunity to spend 

time in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament where we could listen to 

Jesus and share with Him our eventful, daily routine.  We also took this 

special time to pray for all people in the world, especially for those who 

do not believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  Many of 

our fellow Catholics struggle in their faith; sadly, many are walking away 

from the Church.  If only they knew how much Jesus loves them and 

waits for them in the Blessed Sacrament, they would never leave His 

Eucharistic Presence and abandon their faith. 

          Continued on next page 

 

 

 

 

  Forty Hours Devotion 

 

 



    Look To The Mount  Summer 2011 

   

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forty Hours Devotion, continued form previous page 

Speaking about faith, one day I came to relieve one of the Sisters in Church.  Sitting silently by the front 

pews were four ladies from different cottages.  I noticed that one of the ladies was holding a rosary in 

her hand and had a rosary book on her lap.  Her eyes were fixed on the Blessed Sacrament as if she 

were having a deep conversation with the Lord.   As I knelt down behind her, she quietly turned to me 

and gave me a tender smile.  I was really touched by her gentle gesture towards the Eucharist, and I 

thought to myself that the Lord must really be pleased with her visit.   

Our residents like to be part of every religious service that we have at Mount St. Joseph.  They enjoy 

going to Church as part of their daily routine.  On certain occasions, we have to tell the staff to let the 

ladies know that there will be no Rosary in the Church.   Without hesitation, the ladies will ask the 

staff, òWhy?  Who said so?ó  This is just one example of how much they want to participate in any and 

all religious services.  That is why during our Forty Hours of Devotion, we make sure that the residents 

are involved.  

I am certain Jesus enjoys the company of our ladies as he awaits and gently receives them close to His 

Eucharistic Heart.  It is as our Blessed Guanella said, òJesus awaits your adoration in the Eucharist.ó 

          ~Sister Mercy Sencida 

 

In Memory of Our Departed Residents and Staff 

Death is one of the great mysteries of life.  It is marked by sadness and grief.  For the Christian, we do not 

die alone, but rise with Christ and live with Him for all eternity.  

This year, God called four residents and one staff member from this life to His Eternal Home.  We pray 

daily for our beloved deceased who have gone before us.  Here at Mount St. Joseph, M asses said by Fr. 

Matthew were offered for the deceased, and the Sisters wrote and included their intentions for the departed 

in the monthly calendar.   

      ~ Sister Mercy Sencida 

 

We remember our residents: 

Geraldine Weiskopf    June 27, 1941 ð January 31, 2011 

Juliana Framarin         March 13, 1944 ð February 17, 2011 

Rita OõConnell            November 30, 1946 ð March 13, 2011 

Ruth Pustorino            January 20, 1944 ð May 22, 2011  

We remember our staff member: 

Michalina Siwiak        October 7, 1988 ð May 13, 2011 

 


