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On October 23, 2011, over 12,000 pilgrims gathered at St. Peterõs Square to witness and celebrate the 

canonization of Father Louis Guanella, Sister Bonifacia Rodriguez Castro and Father Guido Maria Conforti.   

Pope Benedict XVI described each of the new Saints, all of which dedicated their lives on behalf of societyõs 

disadvantaged, as an òexample for all believers.ó  

Many of those at St. Peterõs carried holy cards and banners with images of the new Saints.  Among the 

pilgrims was William Glisson of Pennsylvania, whose recovery from severe head trauma suffered in a skating 

accident in 2002 was attributed to the heavenly intercession of Fr. Guanella and was accepted as the miracle 

needed for Fr. Guanellaõs canonization.  During the Offertory, Glisson, now 30 years old, carried relics of Fr. 

Guanella to the altar.  

The canonizations coincided with World Mission Sunday, and the Pope, drawing on the Gospel reading for 

the day in which Jesus declared that the second greatest commandment is òto love your neighbor as 

yourself,ó said òHow providential it is that precisely today the Church holds up to her members three new 

Saints, who allowed themselves to be transformed by the divine love, that imbued their entire existence.  

Through various situations and with different charisms, they loved the Lord with all their heart and their 

neighbors as themselves.ó    

In his homily, the Pope called Saint Guanella, the founder of the Daughters of Saint Mary of Providence and 

the Servants of Charity, òa prophet and apostle of love.ó  Describing Saint Guanella as òcompanion and 

teacher, comfort and support to the poorest and weakest,ó the Pope declared that Saint Guanella 

demonstrates òa bright sign of the presence and charitable action of God.ó 

Saint Louis Guanella ð òAn Example For All Believersó 

 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from front page 

Prior to the canonization Mass, approximately 

8,000 pilgrims gathered outside the walls of St. 

Peterõs Basilica for an evening prayer vigil.  

Following the canonization, the October 24th 

liturgical feast of Saint Louis Guanella was held at 

St. Peterõs Basilica.  There, the faithful participated 

in a Solemn Feast of Thanksgiving led by Cardinal 

Tarcisio Bertone.  Cardinal Bertone acknowledged 

that the canonization of Fr. Guanella òis not only 

an event of a heroic and occasional act, but the 

continuity of love in faith and hope.ó 

About this issue . . . 

Last winter when the Sisters first approached me about reinstating the Mount St. Joseph newsletter, I initially 

wondered if there would be enough news to report.  I very quickly learned that there is always an abundance of 

wonderful news to share about all that is happening at the Mount .  In fact, so much has happened since the recent 

Fall Edition that we thought it best to break with the quarterly schedule and put together a òSpecial Editionó in 

order to share all the exciting news and events of the past month! 

This special edition includes some of the news regarding the Canonization of Father Guanella as well as updates 

on some of the happenings at the Mount.  While this issue will keep you informed on the latest news, the Sisters 

have prepared a more comprehensive report commemorating the Pilgrimage to Rome and the Canonization of 

Father Guanella that will follow shortly.    

I want to thank all who helped provide information for the stories, posed for pictures, volunteered at the events 

and helped with the distribution of the newsletter.  I want to especially thank Rita Raggi for agreeing to share with 

us her personal pilgrimage experience. 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter.  May you find the articles entertaining, informative and even inspirational! 

         ~Karole McLaughlin 

 

Saint Louis Guanella ð òa prophet and apostle of loveó 

~Pope Benedict XVI 
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An Experience of a Lifetime 

Mount St. Joseph Association board member, Rita Raggi, accompanied the Sisters and others of the local Guanellian 

community to Rome for the Canonization of Father Guanella.  Rita, whose sister Hope has been a resident of Mount St. 

Joseph since 2000, shares her thoughts on this special pilgrimage.   

My travel to Rome for the canonization of Father Guanella was an experience of a lifetime.  The trip allowed 

me to visit and retrace the steps of Saint Louis Guanella, celebrate his Canonization Mass at St. Peterõs at the 

Vatican, and spend some extended quality time with the Sisters from Mount St. Joseph and many of the 

other Daughters of St. Mary of Providence.     

I truly appreciated the company of the Sisters.  From the first hours on the flight over and throughout the 

daily bus tours, I enjoyed their companionship and listening to their stories and personal histories.  It was 

through these shared times that I gained an even greater appreciation of their love for, and dedication to, 

serving those in need.  

Together we visited Saint Guanellaõs birthplace and childhood home in Fraciscio and the parish church 

where he served before moving to Como.  We also visited a museum dedicated to him that is operated today 

by distant Guanella family members.  In Como, we visited the Santuario del Sacro Cuore where the body of 

Fr. Guanella can be venerated ðwhat a beautiful church!   

Our travels through the region included many cathedrals, churches, basilicas and museums.  All the places 

we visited were filled with history and beauty.  It was such a joy and a privilege to experience these sites in 

the company of the Sisters.  In addition to the tours, I will always remember and cherish the times and places 

I spent in prayer with the Sisters and the many evenings of fine meals and gelato!  

The Canonization Mass at St. Peterõs was quite an experience.  I was amazed by the overwhelming sea of 

people that was the Guanellian family, and I was in awe of the number of local residents who knew the 

Sisters and would stop us on the street with enthusiastic greetings.   

I am grateful for the opportunity to have traveled and experienced the Canonization of Saint Guanella with 

the Sisters.  The trip reinforced what I knew of the Sistersõ dedication to their profession and their 

commitment to caring for our loved ones.  I am grateful for my new found friendship with these women and 

I look forward to more shared memories in the years ahead.        

~ Rita Raggi 
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Sister Madonnaõs  

òYesó to God 

Witnessing Father Guanellaõs Canonization at St. 

Peterõs Square on October 23, 2011 was an incredible 

experience for me.  Being surrounded by a cheerful 

crowd, including our Guanellian Sisters who travelled 

from 14 different countries, and seeing the banners 

waving and the joy and excitement of every person 

around, was overwhelming! 

Looking back, I can honestly say that it was at that very 

spot in St. Peterõs square where I witnessed Saint 

Therese of Lisieux being acknowledged as Doctor of 

the Church in 1997 and the beatification of Padre Pio 

in 1999.  I never thought I would be at the exact same 

place in Rome to experience the Canonization of our 

own founder!  Being there in person as the Holy Father, 

Pope Benedict XVI, declared Father Guanella òSaint 

Louis Guanellaó was a moment I will never forget. 

Reflecting on the life of Father Guanella, I realize that it was his responseñhis 

òyesó to Godõs plans for his life that  brought thousands of people together to 

witness Godõs blessing upon the Church and our Guanellian family.  Father 

Guanellaõs profound trust in Divine Providence and his loving service and 

sacrifice to the poor and needy was rewarded by God with the great honor of 

becoming a Saint of our time.   

I  have heard many people say that it is difficult to become holy.  But nothing is 

impossible if we follow Saint Louis Guanellaõs advice.  For those who wish to 

walk on the path of holiness, Saint Guanella advised, òTo become holy, pray to 

be able to do all things in accordance with the divine will, because that is 

enough to make you a great saint.ó 

May the example of Saint Louis Guanella lead us more closely to God, for the 

road we walk is certainly difficult and laborious.  Christ is our strength, our 

hope and He will be with us always as He was with Saint Guanella. 

       

~Sr. Mercy Sencida, DSMP 

 

òTo become holy, pray to be able to do all things in accordance with 

the divine will, because that is enough to make you a great saint.ó 

       ~ Saint Louis Guanella 
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A Very Special 

All Saintsõ Day 

On November 1st, the residents of Mount St. Joseph celebrated a very special All Saintsõ Day.  The very recent 

canonization of Saint Guanella made this feast day exceptionally significant.  This yearõs All Saints Day Mass 

recognized Saint Guanellaõs canonization (October 23rd) and his feast day (October 24th).   

In his homily, Father Matthew Gamber S.J. spoke of the honor and importance of having a òfamily memberó 

like Father Guanella proclaimed a Saint.  Saint Guanellaõs importance and contributions were also recognized as 

the ladies recalled his life and spirit during the Offertory.  At that time, symbols representing different aspects of 

Saint Guanellaõs life were brought to the altar.  Placed around a picture of Saint Guanella were: 

A globe, as a symbol of his missionary work. 

The Daughters of Saint Mary of Providence 

Constitutions , as a symbol of Godõs word to the 

Guanellian family. 

Candles, as a sign of the light and devotion that Saint 

Guanella inspired and nourished. 

A tray of medical supplies, symbolizing Saint 

Guanellaõs desire to assist the sick, aged and the 

handicapped. 

The Water, Wine and Hosts , as symbols of Saint 

Guanellaõs desire to accompany Christ in His Passion 

and death. 

Following the Mass, residents congregated in the gym to celebrate the occasion with a special meal.  The gathering 

of the residents and Sisters was the perfect conclusion to an extraordinary time for the Mount St. Joseph family. 

 

 

 

  

 

 


