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In the coming days, members of the Guanellian communities throughout the world, including those 

representing the North American Province, will be going on a pilgrimage to Italy to be present and join in the 

celebrations surrounding the Canonization of  Father Aloysius Guanella. 

The trip to Italy promises to be exciting.   The group joining the Sisters from the North American Province 

will fly to Milan and from there they will set out for various areas in the region of Como, Italy.  They will 

visit the Sanctuary of the Sacred Heart and the Cathedral in Como, and then spend a few days prior to the 

Canonization visiting places that hold great significance in the life of Father Guanella.  Planned excursions 

include visiting Pianello Lario, Chiavenna, Campodolcino, and the village of Fraciscio.  It was in these 

places that Father Guanella was born, baptized, grew up, and began the Guanellian missions that have 

spread throughout the world! 

After touring the Como area, the pilgrims will have the opportunity to tour the sights of Milan, Florence, 

Siena and Assisi, including the Milan Cathedral, DaVinciõs Last Supper in St. Mary of Grace Church, 

Michaleangeloõs David at the Gallery of the Academy, and St. Clareõs Church in Assisi.  Rome will be the 

last stop on the trip, where, among many others outings, the pilgrims will have a guided tour of the city as 

well as a Presentation at the Vatican. 

On the morning of October 23, 2011, the Canonization of Blessed Aloysius Guanella will take place at St. 

Peterõs Basilica.  The following day, before the trip home, the pilgrims will celebrate Mass at St. Peterõs 

Basilica, followed by a tour of the Vatican museums and Sistine Chapel. 

We pray for Godõs Blessing for all those traveling.  We eagerly await their safe return and look forward to 

their sharing of stories, photos and personal experiences of this momentous occasion.  We wish all a Buon 

Viaggio! 

The Road to Rome 
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 From the Administrator: 

Autumn is a season characterized by change: the warmth of summer gives way to 

crisp, cooler days; mornings bursting with sunshine are replaced by dawns that 

break slowly and become lighter to reveal a frosty coating on everything; the 

green leaves on trees change into brilliant colors; flowers and green grass begin to 

be less evident and eventually become dormant once again; long, bright summer 

days transition into lengthening periods of darkness.  We are truly blessed in 

being able to experience the seasons inherent in each passing year! 

Life itself is characterized by its own seasons and experiences.  The biblical writer of Ecclesiastes described lifeõs 

seasons in this way:  òTo everything, there is a season and a time for every purpose under the heaven:  A time to 

be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck what is planted.  A time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up.  A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time 

to dance.  A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 

embracing.  A time to gain, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away.  A time to tear, and a 

time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.  A  time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a 

time of peace.ó  (Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8) 

Our experiences and the òseasonsó of our lives are always changing!  It seems that in so many ways, our present 

day reality is one in which there is constant, unprecedented change.  Some changes are good and some may not 

be so good; but change itself is inevitable.  We need to look upon the God-given opportunities we are given as we 

learn to cope with and accept lifeõs transition and changesñwhatever those changes may entail.  Transitioning 

through the seasons of life is not simply to have a consequence in that we age.  Each season has its own blessings 

and challenges.  As we move through those seasons of life and of grace, we are called to grow toward a deeper 

level of maturity, a more resilient faith, and an unwavering love of God and neighbor.  We need to recognize 

that everyone is a òwork in progress.ó  Each of us must pass through the seasons of our lives.  We are at different 

points in the journey.  Each season of life must be accepted for what it is and for all it has to offer.  Many of lifeõs 

changes can result in growth experiences that enable us to see new possibilities through eyes of faith.  No matter 

what season of life we are currently in, the challenge set before us is the same: to embrace Godõs world of 

transition and continue to change and adapt along with it while living as a person in love with God. 

The one constant we are able to rely upon in every season and circumstance of life is the abiding presence of 

God.  This was what sustained our Founder, Father Aloysius Guanella, in his joys and his trials.  He said, òWe 

lived with the help of Providence.  Nothing was ever lacking.ó  He did not say that everything was easy or 

pleasant.  He faced many obstacles during his life but he recognized that as followers of Jesus we are called to 

take up our crosses and follow Him.  Knowing that God gives the necessary graces during each season of life, he 

said, òTo confide in the Lord means to abandon yourself with blind and childlike tenderness to His will, to  

 

Continued on next page 
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From the Administrator, continued 

receive all from Him with love, the difficulties as well as the joys of serving Him alone and Him always, being 

disposed to take up your cross, and whatever cross He, in His fatherly love, may destine for you.ó 

What will this season of the year, this season of life bring?  What transitions will we faceñindividually, in our 

communities, families, and the broader society?  What uncertainties and surprises will we face?  What new 

challenges and opportunities will be ours?  It is all in the hands of God.  Faith in providence is the thread that 

holds life together through the seasons of life! 

As we celebrate the Canonization of Father Guanella, I will keep you close in prayer and ask him to intercede 

for your needs and intentions!  May God bless you and your loved ones! 

       ~Sr. Mary Walker, DSMP 

 

 

Chapel Renovation Update 

Thank you to all who have generously contributed to the Chapel Renovation Fund.  The amount 

received continues to grow and for that we are very grateful.  We have yet, however, to raise the 

approximate $300,000 needed for the planned repairs and renovations that will make the chapel more 

accessible to the residents.  We continue to pray that many may be inspired to participate in this special 

project.  If you would like to make a personal donation, or make a contribution on behalf or in 

memorial of someone, please call Sr. Gertrude at 847-438-5050. 

 

We remember our residents . . .  

Arlene Ann Ledebuhr 

October 4, 1942 ð October 5, 2011 

Mary Ann Ehrhardt  

November 23, 1954 ð October 11, 2011 
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On August 14, 2011, Sr. Madonna Marie Warzel celebrated her 25th Anniversary of Profession as a 

Daughter of St. Mary of Providence.  Daughters of St. Mary of Providence from Chicago, South Dakota and 

Minnesota joined in with Sr. Madonnaõs local community at Mount St. Joseph and the Sisters from Queen 

of Peace, residents and their families, staff and friends to participate in this joyful occasion.   

The Most Reverend Thad Jakubowski, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus, together with Father Matthew Kowalski, 

celebrated a special liturgy at the Mount St. Joseph Chapel.  During the celebration, Sr. Madonna, together 

with  her Sisters, renewed their Vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience.  Followin g the Mass, guests were 

invited to a luncheon where, in addition to enjoying a lovely banquet, they had the opportunity to visit with 

Sr. Madonna and her guests.  Volunteers from St. Ednaõs Parish handled the details in regards to the meal 

service, allowing all of the Sisters time to visit with Sr. Madonna and the guests. 

Following the festivities, the Sisters, staff and ladies of Mount St. Joseph presented Sr. Madonna with a 

commemorative scrapbook which included photos, special mementos, and notes of congratulations and best 

wishes.  

We congratulate Sr. Madonna on her 25 years as a Daughter of Saint Mary of Providence.  We are grateful 

for her faithful service to the ladies of Mount St. Joseph and wish her Godõs Blessings for the years to come. 

 

Sister Madonnaõs  

25th Jubilee Celebration 
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During the past few months, Mount St. Joseph 

has experienced the completion as well as the 

commencement of various building projects.   

This summer, the renovations of the 

Administration Buildingõs reception area and 

hallways, as well as the construction of the 

gazebo, were completed.  This summer also 

marked the start of the much anticipated 

renovation of Sacred Heart Cottage. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Administration Building renovations include 

a newly designed reception area that enables 

greater facility security.  In addition to the 

measures for physical security, the renovations 

have allowed increased privacy of electronic 

records and improvement of work processes.  

Changes have included adding durable flooring, 

painting and improved lighting.  These 

improvements, along with the placement of St. 

Joseph and the child Jesus in the entry, make the 

area bright and welcoming! 

 

The new gazebo located between St. Clare, 

Guanella and Marcellina Hall, with its cement 

flooring, large roof, lights and ceiling fans, will 

allow the ladies to spend more time outside while 

still being sheltered from the elements.  The 

gazebo also provides a lovely outdoor space for 

various social gatherings such as the picnic  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

luncheons the Sisters provided ñone for the 

employees and another for the ladiesñin 

September.   

Once renovations are completed in the Sacred 

Heart Building, it will become the home for the 

ladies who currently reside in St. Aloysius 

Cottage.  The building will be subdivided into 

two distinct living unitsñeach accommodating 

12 women.  Each unit will have its own dining 

room and living room areas, and the double 

occupancy bedrooms will each have its own 

handicapped accessible bathroom.  The plans are 

in the final stage of the approval process.  The 

work will continue during the fall and winter 

months with an anticipated completion sometime 

in February or March of 2012. 

 

Whatõs New At The Mount 
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For many of our ladies, summer is like a gift that can be wrapped and hidden during the winter season and 

unwrapped with eagerness when the flowers start blooming and the birds start singing.  It is a joy to see the 

ladiesõ faces as they look forward to their summer vacation.  This year, Sr. Madonna and I were able to take 

turns utilizing the house in Fish Lake, Indiana for vacations.  (We could not have done it without the 

generous help of our volunteers.  Thank you so much, Mrs. Emily Ceragioli, Mrs. Elaine Christiansen and 

Katie OõConnor.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fish Lake, Indiana is a small rural area.  It is a contented and safe place for our ladies to spend their 

summer vacation when the opportunity allows them.  Our house in Fish Lake is located in a friendly 

neighborhood, across the street from St. Anthonyõs Church.  We have known Father Michael Heimer, the 

pastor of St. Anthonyõs, since we purchased the home 26 years ago.   

One of the highlights of going to Fish Lake is visiting The Round Barn Theater at Amish Acres in 

Nappanee, Indiana.  During the summer, the theater produces an eight week season of delightful musical 

shows such as Hello Dolly, Plain and Fancy, Smoke on the Mountain, Ring of Fire and many more.  The ladies 

receive half priced tickets and special seating each time they attend a performance.  In addition to the 

Continued on next page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Is Like A Special Present For Our 

Residents 

Summer is the best season for our ladies.  During the summertime, they have 

many opportunities to go outside and participate in a variety of activities.  

Although summer is the warmest season of the year, it brings energy to our 

residents.  They really love swimming, picnicking, taking walks with family, 

friends and staff, and going to festivals.  The ladies also enjoy observing the 

beautiful flowers and trees.  Most of all, many of the ladies look forward to 

vacationing at Fish Lake, Indiana. 
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Golfers Take to the Links for the Ladies! 

The Mount St. Joseph Association hosted its fourth annual Golf Outing on August 19th at Maple Meadows 

Golf Club in Wood Dale, IL.  Over eighty golfers took to the links for a round of 18-hole golf to raise money 

for the ladies at Mount St. Joseph.  In addition to the support of the golfers, the Association had the support 

of almost 50 sponsors and 120 guests at the Barbeque Dinner which followed the afternoon of play.   

According to the Golf Outing Chair, Steve Frainey, the event generated over $30,000 and the funds raised 

will allow the Association to continue òto enhance the ability of the Sisters and staff to make a difference in 

the lives of the ladies at Mount St. Joseph.ó  The proceeds from this yearõs event will help provide needed 

dental equipment for Mount St. Josephõs dental office as well as fund special outings for the ladies. 

Thank you to all those who helped support this special event.  Your generosity and commitment to 

enriching the lives of the ladies at Mount St. Joseph is greatly appreciated.   

Sr. Mercy, continued 

musical show, the ladies enjoy the Buggy Ride Tour around Amish Acres and stopping at a special place to 

eat.  Wherever they go, our ladies get special treatment! 

The ladies continue to reminisce about the good times they had at Fish Lake.  Itõs like a present that they 

wrap and unwrap over and over again. 

What was your summer like?  Was it eventful?  Perhaps you would like to plan ahead and volunteer your 

time to spend it with our ladies next year.  We guarantee there will never be a dull moment! 

I hope your summer was a blessed one filled with many graces and blessings from above. 

       ~ Sr. Mercy Sencida, DSMP 

 

 


